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SUB J : STATUS OF SINGAPORE-UK NEGOTIATIONS ON MANAGEMENT OF 
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REF: SINGAPORE 2005 (NOTAL) 

1 . HAVING HEARD NOTHING FOR SOME TIME CONCERNING STATUS OF 
UK-GOS NEGOTIATIONS ON MANAGEMENT OF FORMER UK NAVAL FACIL- 
ITIES (BERTHS 6 AND 7 AT SEMBAWANG AND SENOKO OIL TANK FARM), 

I CALLED ON UK HIGH COMMISSIONER PETER TRIPP APRIL 30 TO 
SEE IF I COULD FIND OUT MORE ABOUT WHERE MATTERS STOOD. 

TRIPP TOLD ME THAT SINGAPORE IS ANXIOUS TO CONCLUDE AGREEMENT 
WITH UK ON THESE FACILITIES FOR BENEFIT OF FIVE POWER DEFENSE 
AGREEMENT (FPDA) MEMBERS BUT EXCLUDING US ON GROUNDS THAT 
SINGAPORE WISHES TO CHARGE US FOR USAGE TO COMPENSATE FOR 
INCREASED CHARGES OF US TRAINING PROVIDED SINGAPORE ARMED 
FORCES MEMBERS. HOWEVER, TRIPP SAID, HE DOUBTS THAT UK WANTS 
TO PROCEED WITH AN AGREEMENT EXCLUDING THE US, AND HENCE IS 
PROBABLY PREPARED TO LET MATTER REST FOR TIME BEING PENDING 
RESOLUTION OF US-GOS ISSUES. 
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2. TRIPP RECALLED THAT UK HAD PRESENTED DRAFT AGREEMENT 

TO MINDEF PERMSEC PANG TEE POW APPROXIMATELY TWO MONTHS AGO 
WHICH PROVIDED FOR CONTINUED UK MANAGEMENT OF FACILITIES IN 
QUESTION AND UTILIZATION AT NO CHARGE BY NAVAL VESSELS BOTH 
OF MEMBERS OF FPDA AND US NAVY. PANG HAD REPLIED THAT SINGAPORE 
WAS PREPARED IN PRINCIPLE TO AGREE WITH RESPECT TO UK MANAGEMENT 
AND UTILIZATION BY FPDA MEMBERS AT NO CHARGE, BUT ADDED THAT 
DUE TO ' OUTRAGEOUS" COSTS WHICH US HAD APPLIED TO SINGAPORE 
ARMED FORCES FOR TRAINING INTENDED TO CHARGE US FOR USAGE OF 
BERTHS 6 AND 7. TRIPP HAD REPORTED PANG'S CONVERSATION TO LONDON, 
BUT HAD TAKEN NO FURTHER ACTION OTHER THAN TO EXPRESS OPINION 
TO PANG THAT UK WOULD PROBABLY NOT WISH TO CONCLUDE AN AG- 
REEMENT WHICH WOULD EXCLUDE THE US. 

3. THEN, ON APRIL 28 TRIPP RECEIVED TELEPHONE CALL FROM PANG 
IN WHICH LATTER AGAIN STATED SINGAPORE WISHED TO GO AHEAD 
WITH AGREEMENT BUT EXCLUDING US PENDING RESOLUTION OF TRAINING 
COSTS ISSUE. TRIPP HAD AGAIN SAID THAT HE DOUBTED UK WOULD 
WANT TO GO AHEAD WHILE QUESTION OF US USAGE OF BERTHS 6 AND 

7 REMAINED UNRESOLVED. HE WOULD, HOWEVER, REPORT TO LONDON. 
THERE THE MATTER RESTS. 

4. TRIPP MENTIONED THAT THE MAIN QUID PRO QUO INVOLVED IN 
CONTINUED UK MANAGEMENT OF FORMER NAVAL BASE FACILITIES WAS 
PERMISSION FOR PORT OF SINGAPORE AUTHORITY (PSA) TO UTILIZE 
BERTHS 6 AND 7 WHEN NOT REQUIRED FOR NAVAL USAGE, IN RETURN 

FOR WHICH PSA WOULD PROVIDE FOR MAINTENANCE OF BERTHING SPACES. 
THIS WOULD INVOLVE ONLY MINOR EXPENSES SUCH AS REPAIRING ANY 
DAMAGE WHICH MIGHT BE CAUSED TO BERTHS DURING DOCKING OF SHIPS. 
SINGAPORE APPEARED WILLING TO ACCEPT THIS QUID PRO QUO. 

5. COMMENT: IT NOW APPEARS THAT FINAL UK-GOS AGREEMENT ON 
MANAGEMENT AND UTILIZATION OF FORMER NAVAL BASE FACILITIES 
MAY HINGE UPON RESOLUTION OF US-GOS PROBLEMS ON TRAINING COSTS. 

I SURMISE FROM TENOR OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN TRIPP 
AND PANG TEE POW ON APRIL 28 THAT SINGAPORE TEMPERATURES HAVE 
COOLED SOMEWHAT - THIS ACCORDS WITH WHAT PANG HAS MENTIONED 
TO ME ABOUT DROPPING INTENT TO CHARGE US FOR BERTHS 6 AND 7 
USAGE IF WE CAN FIND A WAY TO CUT COSTS OF COUNTERINSURGENCY 
COURSE (REFTEL) - BUT NEVERTHELESS THIS IMPASSE REMAINS TO BE 
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WORKED OUT. COINCIDENTALLY, NO US NAVAL VESSELS HAVE VISITED 
SINGAPORE DURING THIS TIME FRAME, AND THUS THERE HAS BEEN NO 
OCCASION TO TEST THE WATER REGARDING SINGAPORE'S ATTITUDE ON 
US NAVY ACCESS TO SEMBAWANG AND SENOKO FACILITIES PRIOR TO 
POINT THAT UK AND GOS HAVE ARRIVED AT AN AGREEMENT. I DID NOT 
RAISE QUESTION OF NUCLEAR POWERED WARSHIPS IN MY DISCUSSION 
WITH TRIPP, BELIEVING THAT ESSENTIAL FIRST STEP IS CONCLUSION 
OF SUCH AN AGREEMENT. HOLDRIDGE 
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